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XXVI.—On some Queensland Phalangerida. 
By OLDFIELD THOMAS. 


(Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.) 


THE Queensland representatives of the Koala and the large 
black Flying-Phalanger have long been known to me as not 
quite the same as their New South Wales allies, but it is 
only recently that material justifying detailed examination 
has been received by the British Museum. Thanks to the 
Godman Exploration Fund examples of both have now 
arrived, and the points of difference may be noted. 

Commencing with the Koala, the Queensland form may 
be described as 


Phascolarctos cinereus adustus, subsp. n. 


Smaller than New South Wales and Victoria cinereus, the 
skull shorter in each sex. Fur shorter, hairs on withers 
about 16 mm. in length. General colour above of anterior 
back more or less strongly suffused with dull rufous or tawny, 
true cinereus being greyish or greyish brown on the back, 
without, or with but little, tawny suffusion. Ears far less 
thickly hairy, the inner surface almost naked. Under surface 
lighter, the prominent groin-patches rather browner and less 
rufous. 

Dimensions of the type :— 

Head and body 600 mm.; hind foot 97; ear 78. 

Skull: condylo-basal length 138 ; zygomatic breadth 80 ; 
combined length of upper molars 30. A female skull has the 
molar series 28 mm. in length. 

Hab. Queensland, extending as far north as Inkerman, in 
8. lat. 19° 30'. Type from O Bil Bil, near Mundubbera, 
460!. 

Type. Adult male. B.M. no. 22.12. 29.27. Original 
number 36. Collected 5th February, 1922, by T. V. Sherrin. 
Presented by the Godman Exploration Fund. 

This animal is more suffused with rufous than the greyish 
one of New South Wales and Victoria, and is also somewhat 
smaller, the difference being particularly noticeable in the 
females. 


THE TAGUAN FLYING-PHALANGERS. 


Some years ago the British Museum received from the 
neighbourhood of Bundaberg, South Queensland, a small 
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series of the Taguan Flying-Phalanger— Petauroides volans. 
The specimens appeared to be greyer than the ordinary form, 
but for the moment they were put aside till further material 
should arrive. 

Now from the same region Mr. Sherrin, the Godman 
collector, has sent some further examples of the animal, and, 
after a careful comparison with the more southern material 
available, I consider the Queensland form should be distin- 
guished subspecifically. 


Petauroides volans incanus, subsp. n, 


Size as in true volans, both animals being somewhat variable 
in the dimensions of the skull. General colour of the back 
dark cinereous grey, apparently ‘‘deep mouse-grey”’ of 
Ridgway, the hairs blackish grey for the greater part of their 
length, their ends with a whitish subterminal band, the 
extreme tips black. Laterally the light bands increase in 
breadth and dominance, so that towards and on the edges of 
the parachute the colour is-whitish, with a slight drabby 
tone. Under surface practically all white. Top of head 
grey like back, but the ears, as also the hands, feet, and 
greater part of tail, deep black, as in volans. Base of tail 
commonly whitish or white. 

In true volans the body-area is black, slightly lightening 
laterally on the parachute, but with few or no light rings to 
the hairs, the general effect being very much darker than in 
incanus. 

Skull as in volans. 

Dimensions of the type :— 

Head and body 390 mm.; tail 490; hind foot 52; 
ear 55. 

Skull: condylo-basal length 60 ; zygomatic breadth 40°5 ; 
combined length of ms! 11°5, 

Hab. South-eastern Queensland. Type from Eidsvold, 
near Mundubbera, 450’; other specimens from Gin-Gin, 
W. of Bundaberg (coll. W. Allen). 

Type. Adult male. BM. no. 22. 12.29.19. Original 
number 27. Collected 21st January, 1922, by T. V. Sherrin. 
Presented by the Godman Exploration Fund. Eighteen 
specimens examined. 

All the older names in the literature refer to the blackish 
animal of Port Jackson and other parts of New South Wales 
and Victoria, an animal whose first introduction to zoology 
by Governor Phillip was under the name of the “ Black 
F lying-Opossum.” 
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As usual, there is a great prevalence of white-headed and 
white-tailed individuals in the present series, about one-third 
of the specimens being so affected. 

Collett’s subspecies P. volans minor, of which the type- 
locality may be taken as Herbert Vale, North Queensland, is 
of about the same colour as zncanus, but is materially smaller. 

Among the specimens assigned by Collett * to this animal, 
however, are two from Coomooboolaroo and Calliungal re- 
spectively, both in the Rockhampton region, which are larger 
than minor, while still decidedly smaller than d¢ncanus. 
These appear to me to represent a Middle Queensland sub- 
species, which may be called | | 


Petauroides volans armillatus, subsp. n. 


Size, as gauged by skull, distinetly larger than in minor, 
though falling much short of that in volans and incanus. 

General colour of upper surface as in minor, but, as in 
incanus, the backs of the ears, the forearms, and the lower 
legs are black, almost as black as the hands, while in true 
minor, as shown by Mr. Sherrin’s series, these are merely 
brown, little darker than the dorsal colour, and distinctly 
lighter than the black hands. Tail, in the single specimen, 
grey at base, like the back, not whitish as in minor, while 
the terminal part is less markedly black—but the caudal 
colour is rather variable throughout the genus. 

Skull like that of minor, but larger. In the type the 
nasals are continued further back in the middle line than 
usual, but there is variation in minor in this respect. 

Dimensions of the type :— 

Head and body (on skin, apparently stretched) 370 mm. ; 
tail 460 ; hind foot 48; ear 36. A | 

Skull: greatest length 56; condylo-basal length 54; 
zygomatic breadth 36°35; nasals 16°6x9; intertemporal 
breadth 6:6; ms! 10:5. 

Hab. Rockhampton region of southern Middle Queensland. 
Type from Coomooboolaroo, 80 miles S.W. of Rockhampton. 
Another specimen of what is evidently the same form recorded 
by Collett from Calliungal, 80 miles W. of Rockhampton. 

Type. Adult male. B.M. no. 87. 5. 12.2. - Collected 
Jan. 1884 by Dr. Carl Lumholtz, and received in exchange 
from the Christiania Museum. 

“Dr. Ramsay’s P. cinereus,” incidentally mentioned by 
Ogilby f as probably the same as minor, seems never to have 
been described. 

* Zool. Jahrb. ii. p. 926 (1887). 
t Cat. Austr. Mamm., p. 32 (1892). 
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Parallel with the modification in the Petauroides, I find 
that the large Petaurus—P. australis—of southern Queens- 
land is lighter than the New South Wales one, and may be 
described as 


Petaurus australis regine, subsp. n. 


Lighter throughout than true P. australis of New South 
Wales, the general tone more olivaceous grey, the dark line 
on the back less strongly marked and only commencing on 
the withers, the rump not so blackish, the black on the top of 
the parachute less extended towards the back, the inner and 
posterior side of the hind limbs not so completely and wholly 
black, the proximal part of the thick tufts that lead down to 
the heels more or less whitish. Tail lighter-coloured, only 
about 3 inches of the end black all round, the underside of 
the rest buffy whitish. Belly buffy, not so deep as it usually 
is in australis. Skull as in australis. 

Dimensions of the type (measured in the flesh) :— 

Head and body 360 mm.; tail 450; hind foot 47; 
ear 45. B 

Skull: greatest length 55°5. 

Hab. South-east Queensland. Type from Gin-Gin, 28 miles 
inland of Bundaberg. 

Type. Adult female. B.M. no. 14.1. 23.7. Original 
number 8. Collected 16th June, 1913, by Mr. W. Allen. 


A NEW Psxvpocurrvus FROM N. QUEENSLAND. 


Pseudochirus laniginosus incanens, subsp. n. 


General characters of New South Wales laniginosus, but 
the dorsal colour clear ashy grey. Under surface white. 
Ears with prominent whitish patches behind and around 
their bases. forearms and hind legs drabby or pale rufous ; 
hands a little darker; feet paler than legs, drabby whitish. 
Tail with the proximal three-fifths darkening to black, the 
terminal two-fifths white. 

Skull about as in laniginosus. 

Dimensions of the type (measured in flesh) :— 

Head and body 300 mm.; tail 340; hind foot 45; 
ear 39. 

Skull: greatest length 56; zygomatic breadth 34:5; 
nasals 20x 9°8; ms! 11°5. 

Hab. Ravenshoe, N. Queensland. Type from Vine Creek, 
3000'. 

Type. Young adult female. B.M. no. 22. 12. 18. 86. 
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Original number 180. Collected 18th June, 1922, by T. V. 
Sherrin. Presented by the Godman Exploration Fund. 

Readily distinguishable from all the hitherto known forms 
of the “ peregrinus ” group by its clear ashy-grey colour. 

The complete disagreement of this North-Queensland 
specimen with Pennant’s description of the Endeavour-River 
animal obtained by Banks, on which the name peregrinus is 
founded, shows that the latter name should not be used for 
any member of the group typified by the common ring-tailed 
opossum of New South Wales, and I therefore use Gould’s 
name laniginosus for the latter. To what species peregrinus 
really applies is not yet clear, but it was probably what we 
know as P. herbertensis, Collett, of which I believe P, h. col- 
letti, Waite, to be the young. 


Tue Rock PSEUDOCHIRUS OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY. 


Dr. Matschie * has divided the Ring-tailed Phalangers into 
three subgenera—Pseudochirus, Pseudochirops, and Pseudo- 
chirulus,—of which Ps. peregrinus, albertisi, and canescens 
are respectively typical. 

He has included in the second the North Australian 
Ps. dahli, but this animal appears to me to be so different 
from any of the others as also to need a special subgenus for 
its reception. Its rock- instead of tree-haunting habits, its 
peculiar short tail, and, in the skull, its excessively inflated 
mastoids—which rise on each side higher than the occipital 
crest,—and the extreme imperfection of the palate, whose 
vacuities extend from the level of the back of m? to the 
palation, being only bounded behind by a narrow bar, are all 
characters which indicate its super-specific separation from 
the other members of the genus. I would therefore propose 
to make for it a special subgenus, which might be called 
Petropseudes. 


XXVII.—On some small Mammals, chiefly Bats, from the 
East Indian Archipelayo. By OLDFIELD THOMAS. 
(Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.) 
By the kindness of Dr. de Beaufort, of the Amsterdam 
Museum, I have been privileged to work out the large series 
of small mammals, in spirit, from the Hast Indian Archi- 
pelago there preserved, and to describe such new forms as 

occur among them. 
` * SB. Ges. Nat. Fr. 1915, p. 83. 


